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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S,OF S, F.0>-LONDON. 





Despatched 13/11/48 (12,00) Received 13/11/48 (11.15) 


No. 87 th November 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe879 of 13th Nove 


Repeated to B.M.E.O. es Noe 98 SAVING 
Jerusalem 4 Mee 64 SAVING 
secu. \, gq e 


Your telegram Noe1038 (of 6th November, 1948). 


le In company with the Officer Commanding the Royal 
Air Force I visited the sloop at Aqaba yesterday and made 
the Commander acquainted with the present situations 


2. His present orders are to defend himself and British 
nationals if attacked. The position is that there is 
nothing to prevent a land raid on Aqaba harbour which is 
being used to supply the Arab Legion by the Jewish forces 
in the Beersheba district and it is unlikely that any 
prior warning of such a raid would be received. As 

such action by the Jews would be an attack on Transjordan 
territory would it not be possible to give the Commander 
discretion to assist in the defence of Aqaba once the 
Jewish forces had crossed into Trans jordan. 


amie uy [ 
(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057. D130, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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eer 
From:— 8.OF S, F.0. LONDON. To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 





13/11/48 (08.48) Received 13/11/48 (09-00) 
1058 of 12th November, 1948. 


AONE TENTT AL. 


Addressed to Amman telegram No.1058 of November 12th. 
Repeated for information Washington, UKDEL UNGA Paris, 
B.M.E.Ocy Jerusalem and Baghdad. 


Palestine. 


I understand that a report in the Egyptian press on 
November 10th stated that a large Jewish group attempted 
to cross the Jordan and attack Arab Legion frontier 
positions at ADASIYE(TW) and that eighteen shells were 
fired on the Transjordan village of SHUNA killing a 
woman and wounding two civilians. 


2e Please telegraph any confirmation of this report. 





Despatched 









3e You will realise that it is most important that we 
should receive early and definite information preferably 
confirmed by a United Nations Observer or by a British 
Officer in the Arab Legion of any Jewish attack on 
Transjordan territory. Q 


W/ 


(3P8/DL/HA). 


Wt. 45504. Di69i. 30m 5/48. 
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From:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. To:— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON, 


Despatched 13/11/48 (11625) Received 13/11/48 (11.00) 
No. 881 of 13th November, 1948. 


IMMEDIATE. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.881 of 13th Nove 









Repeated for information to 
UKDEL to United Nations 
General Assembly warts Noe 33 


Washington Noe119 
Baghdad Noel77 
B.M.E.O. Noe 255 
Jerusalem *. 231 fo 
CONFIDENTTAL. fa I 
Pp. STINE. 


Your telegram No.1058 (of 12th November, 1948). 


See my telegram No.871 (of 10th Noveuber, 1948). This 
incident seems to have been provoked by the Iraqi Amy 
which shelled some Jewish villages near JISR MEJAMI. 
Jewish artillery retaliated but there was no repeat no 
attempt by the Jews to cross into Transjomian territory. 


26 I do realize the importance of reporting Jewish 
attacks on Transjordan territory but the incident in 
question could hardly be represented as an act of 
aggression against Trans jordan. 


Foreign Office please pass immediate to UKDEL UNGA 
Paris and Washington as my telegrams Nose33 and 119 
respectively. 





(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057. D1350, 55M. (3 sorts), 10/45. 
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From:— HeM,Minister, AMMAN. To:— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON, 








Despatched 13/12/48 (12515) Received 13/11/48 (11+50) 


No. 880 of 13th November, 1948. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.e880 of 13th Nove 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL to United Nations 

General Assembly Paris Noe 32 






Washington Noe1l8 
Baghdad Noe176 
Beirut No.212 
Cairo Noe 268 
Damascus Noe156 
B.M.E.O. Noe 25H 
UKDEL New york ~ Now SAVING 
Jeddah 7 \ Noel20 SAVING 
Jerusalem / 8 ) (0 Noe 65 SAVING 
CONFIDENTIAL. g | ] Q 
REPORT, 






gyptian garrisons referred to in my 
telegram No.87i (of 10th November, 1948) have now been 
concentrated at FALUJA and number 2800 men. The 
Egyptian Minister of Defence has addressed appeals to 
King Abdullah and to the Iragi Government to relieve this 
forces AS mB usual the Iraqi commander has pleaded 
inability to spare anyone outside his own sector. 


The maximum number of men which could be spared for 
such an attempt by the Arab Legion would be a company so 
that it is unlikely that anything will be donee In the 
meanwhile attempts will be made to smuggle supplies 
through to the beseiged by nighte 


There seems to be no reason why the maijority of 
these Egyptians could not make their way into the hills 
under cover of darkness if they triede 


2/eee2 


W30057, Di360, 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 


TELEGRAM. 





2e Reports have been received to the effect that the 
Saudi tribal volunteers at Jauf have refused to go to 
Syria but have offered to serve in association with the 
Arab Legion which contains many of their relations. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris 
and Washington as my telegrams Nose32 and 118 and Saving 
to UKDEL New York as my telegram Noel; respectivelys 


(ASK/JFS/HA ). 


W30057. DI360, 55M. (sorts). 10/45. 










(w/t) | PILE NO.S/1014/48. / 2% . 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, Jo:— S.OF S. F.0O. LONDON. 





Despatched 14/11/48 (10.50) Received 13/11/48 (18,30) 
No. 88h of 13th November, 1948. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.88, of 13th Nove 








Repeated for information to 


UKDEL to United Nations é 

General Assembly Paris Noe 35 1\ 

Washington Nool21 : 

Baghdad No.179 Cox: 

Beirut Noe 

Cairo Noe 270 

Damascus 7 Noe158 

BYM.E.O. fi Noe 258 

UKDEL New York | 4 y, Noe 46 SAVING 

Jeddah \ v7 y = SAVING 

Jerusalem = ( NOs 67 SAVING 
PALESTINE. 


My telegram No.842 (of lst November, 1948). 


1. The Transjordan premier has received a reply from 
SASSOON in Paris expressing the readiness of Jews to avoid 
hostilities in Jerusalem and ask that the local comman- 
der of the Arab Legion should get into direct touch with 
the Jewish commander, He asked that steps should be 
taken to control the Arab irregulars who were causing all 
the trouble. 


2e The necessary orders are being send to the Arab 
Legion in Jerusalem and, as far as the Transjordan Govern 
ment is concerned, every care will be taken to avoid ‘ 
giving the Jews an excuse for attacks. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nos.e35 and 121 and Saving to 
UKDEL New York as my telegram Noe46 respectivelys 








(ASK/HLM/HA ). 


W30057, Di350. 55M. (3S sorts). 10/45. 
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Gode- b 

Clee 7 ess 


From :— HeM.Minister, AMMAN. To:— SeOF S. F.O. LONDON. 


Despatched 13/11/48 (1850) Received 13/11/48 (18620) 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe885 of 13th Nove 
Repeated for information to 


UKDEL to United Nations 
General Assembly Paris Noe 34 


Washington Nos120 
Baghdad ~- NOe 178 
Beirut Noe 213 
Cairo No. 269 
Damascus Noe157 
BME. oO. Noe 257 
UKDEL New York Noe 45 SAVING 
Jeddah Noel2l1 SAVING 
Jerusalem Noe 66 SAVING 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


1. 


ARAB LEAGUE. 
The Transjordan delegates to the Political Committee 


of the Arab League gave the following information on 
their return from Cairoe 


2. 


In spite of the bombastic communique issued no 


decisions were recorded and the question of finding a 
solution to the Palestine problem was avoided and the 
attempts of the Transjordan delegates to raise the issue 
were ignored or discouragede The only specific question 
raised was by the Egyptian premier who pressed for steps 
to be taken to relieve the beleaguered Egyptian forces at 
FALUJA. 


3e 
help 


army 


He admitted that the Egyptian army were unable to 
these people and strongly pressed for the Iraqi 
to send a force to extricate them When Azzam 


started to attack the Arab Legion for inactivity the 


W30057, 


Egyptian/. ae2 


Di360, 55M. (3 sorts), 10/45. 


TELEGRAM. 





-«2= 


To :— 


Despatched 





conte premier silenced him and expressed the conviction 

that the Arab Legion was fully extended and could not be 
expected to do moree When Azzam then turned on the Iraqis 
he was allowed to have his say but the Iragis were asked 
not to reply so as to avoid the creation of illfeeling. 


4e The Iragi premier promised to satisfy the Egyptian 
request and is oe to have sent an order to General 
Saleh Saib to take the necessary action. The latter has 
told everyone here that he has no intention of moving a 
single Iraqi from their present positions as it is he and 
not the politicians who is responsible for the safety of 


the Iraqi army. 


5e General Saleh attitude is an interesting indication of 
the independence of the army command in Irade It also 
seems calculated to cause friction between the Egyptian and 
Iraqi Governments before longe 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nos.e34 and 120 and Saving to 
UKDEL New York as my telegram Noek5 respectivelye 





Copy to:—- 429/sece 
(ASK/ JFS/HA). 


W30057, D350, 55M. (i sorts). 10/45. 


(W/T) 


a) 


FILE NO.S/101/48, 


TELEGRAM. rs 
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~~ NO PRIORITY TO OTHER POSTS. 


We 


From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. To:— SOF S. FO. LONDON. 


i 


Despatched 15.11.48 (11.00) Received 15.11.48 (10.00) 





of 15th November, 1948. 





Mi ATE. 
ssed, to Foreign Office telegram No.885 of 15th Novs 
Repeated for information to 
UKDEL to United Nations 
General Assembly Paris Noe 36 


Washington Noel22 
Baghdad Noel80 
Beirut Noe2l5 
Cairo Nos271 
Damascus No.el59 
B MLE. 0. Noe 259 
UKDEL New York Noe 47 SAVING 
Jeddah Noel23 SAVING 
Jerusalem Nose 68 SAVING 
CONFIDENTIAL. + 
GIANT. \ 


PALESTINE. we 
Your telegram No.435°to UKDEL UNGA Paris (of 11/11/48) 


Following is the line now held by the Arab Legion 
south of Jerusalem WALUJA =- HUSAN — JEBA = SURIF - 
TARQUMIA = DURA = DHAHTRYA, 


The proposal to put the line as far east as BEIT JALA 
and NATHALIN is quite unjustified as these points have 
never been in Jewish hands. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris 
(Immediate) and Washington as my telegrams Nose36 and 122 
and Saving to UKDEL New York as my telegram No.47 
respectively. 


(ASK/JFS/HA). cencinieieanieriaaes ail 


W30057, D1350, 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 


LE NO, sitll . gf? 


TELEGRAM. 2 






From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To :— H.M.Minister, BEIRUT. 


Despatched 15/11/48 (13.18) Received 15/11/48 (12.00) 
of 15th November, 1948. 






IMPORTANT. 
Your telegram No. 831 to Foreign Officee 
Please confirm that it is repeated to us. 


(JFS/HA ). 


W20057, Di350. 55M. (3 sorts), 10/45. 


(W/T) 


FILE NO.S/1014/48. 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To :—S.OF Ss. F.O. LONDON, 


Despatched 16/11/48 (11.42) Received 16/11/48 (11.05) 
of 16th November, 1948. 






Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.887 of 16th Nov. 
Repeated for information to B.M.E.0. Noe260 ¢ | 
TOP SECRET. Prat 
Your telegram to B,M.E.0. Noe1364 (of 13th Nov,48). 
There would be no difficulty in providing 
Palestine currency notes from here for a British unit 
at Aqabae The safest manner of delivery would be 
by Royal Air Force aircraft. If mobor transport was 


used it would be necessary to provide an escort. 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057. Di350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 









FILE NO,.S/1014/ 48. 
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Gen BE A 


From —_ H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To :— S.OF Ss. F. oO. LONDON, 


Despatched 16/11/48 (12025) Received 16/11/48 (12610) 


of 16th November 194.8. 









MPORTANT. 
ressed to Foreign Office telegram No.888 of 16th Nov. 


Repeated for information to 
UKDEL to United Nations 


General Assembly “aris Noe. 37 
Washington Noe123 
Baghdad Noo181 
Beirut Noe 217 
Cairo No, 272 
Damascus No.160 
B.M.E.O. Noe 261 
UKDEL New York Noe 48 SAVING 
Jeddah Noel24 SAVING 
Jerusalem Noe 69 SAVING 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


PALESTINE SITUATION. 


le It now appears that the E tian force beseiged in 
FALUJA has been brought up to 00 men by the addition of 
other isolated detachments which have rallied. This 
force includes a regiment of artillery armed with 25 
pounder and holding a considerable supply of ammunition. 
This equipment together with the lighter weapons held 

by the beseiged if captured by the Jewish forces would 
increase the danger to the Arab armies remaining in the 
field in Palestine and this consideration seems to have 
spurred the Iraqi command into action. 


2e It is stated that detachments of the Syrian and 
Iraqi armies each of about 1200 men are being prepared to 
stage an attempt to relieve the Egyptianse Whether this 
attempt is ever made remains to be seen but there is no 


doubt/. eel 





W30057. Di350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45, 


TELEGRAM. 


From :— To :— 


Despatched 





doubt that preparations are in train, 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nose37 and 123 and Saving 
to UKDEL New York as my telegram Noel8 respectivelye 


(ASK/HLM/HA ). 


W30057, DI350. 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 


= 


(w/t) 
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Fromi— SOF S. F.O. LONDON. To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 





Despatched 17/11/48 (0845) Received 17/11/48n (09-10) 





No. 1068 of 16th November, 1948. 
| IMMEDIATE, ’ 

OS a / {\ 
SECRET. a Ee 


Addressed to Amman telegram No.1068 of November 16th, 
Repeated for information to B.M.E.O«, Jerusalem, UKDEL 


UNGA Paris and Washington, ae [ 

i Vv 
Your telegram No.879. : 
Instructions are being sent accordingly. 


(HLM/DW/HA). 


We. 45504. DI69). 30m 5/48. 


Cree bdgrawweAy s 
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From :— HeM.eMinister, AMMAN, To:— SOF S. F.O. LONDON. 





Despatched 17/11/48 | (12610) = Received 17/11/48 (11.00) 


No. 891 of 17th November, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.891 of 17th Nove 
e 





Repeated for information to 
UKDEL UNGA Paris Noe 39 
B.M.E.O. No. 263 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


AQABA. 


1. ## The local representative of the Mediator SHAMSI 
told me yesterday that he had been instructed to 
ascertain the type of British warship now at Aqaba and 
to endeavour to ascertain why it was there. He said 
that he had replied that it was one of the Red Sea 
sloops which might be expected to call at Aqaba from 
time to time. 


2. He is a friendly and co-operative Pakistani. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris as 
my telegram N0.39. 


(ASK/HLM/HA ). 


W30057. Di350. 55M. (sorts). 10/45. 


(w/T) FILE NO,.S/1014/48. 
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From :—+H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To s—_— Se OF Ss. F. Oo. LONDON, 


Despatched 17/11/48 (12.20) Received 17/11/48 (11.00) 


of 17th November, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.892 of 17th Nov. 


Repeated to B.M.E.0. sin No. 264 
TOP SECRET, LW 
PALESTINE, 


My telegram No.864 (of 8th November, 1948) 
(paragraph 3). 


le The Transjordan Minister at London has reported 
that ABDEL GHANI el CARMI a Palestinian who appears to 
have been sent by King Abdullah to contact SASSOON in 
Paris states that the Jews will make no concessions over 
the NEGEB but are prepared to let Transjordan have the 
Hebron Ramallah and Nablus districts and to add the strip 
of Palestine territory east of the Jordan and Lake 
Tiberias and north of the Yarmuk. 

2. The Prime Minister took strong exception to this 
message and told the King that while he had agreed to 
contact with the Jews he had not contemplated this sort 
of thing which amounted to negotiation. He wired to 
the Minister orders that the talks should stop and 
asked the King to recall his emissary. The latter 
agreed to do 80. ; 


(ASK/HLM/HA). 


W30057. DI350, 55M. (sorts). 10/45. € a 


_/ TELEGRAM. 





(W/T) PILE NO.S/1014/48. 
a 

Cypher M/OTP 

ee 
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g Clean ee, LS 
From!— S,OF S&S F.0. ON, To:—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 17/11/48 (20.45) Received 18/11/48 (03655) 


No. 1071 of 17th November,}94.8. 


( — 2 





MOST IMMEDIATE. 

TOP SECRET. 

Addressed to(1) Amman telegram No.1071 of November 17th. 
Repeated for information Cairo, ByM.E.O~ and UKDEL UNGA 


Parise / o 
Your telegram Noe864.——™ | | ee Ge): 


The Transjorian Minister called at the Foreign 
Office this morning to ask what the intentions of His 
Majesty's Government were for the Palestine settlement 
and particularly with regard to the BERNADOTTE plan. He 
was especially anxious to know because he had instructions 
from King Abdullah to maintain contact with the Jews in 
Paris, but he did not want to do anything which would be 
contrary to the lines which we were persuing. He said 
that he had already had successful contact with the Jews 
with regard to detailed milita arrangements in 
Jerusalem (your telegram Noe 88h but that the question 
now was whether he should definitely enter into negotia- 
tions with them about the frontiers between the Jewish 
State and Greater Transjordane He said that negotia- 
tions were in progress between the Jews mk and the 
Egyptians and that the latter were(1) | teeying apparent- 
ly with some success to obtain Jewish agreement to » 
Egyptian possession of GAZA, amd a strip of territory 
alongside the Egyptian frontier. He did not know what 
sort of varitages(1)°° could secure with the Jews for 
Trans jordan. ad 


26 It was recalled to the Transjordan Minister that 
we had publicly stated our approval of the Bernadotte } 
proposals and would still like to see a settlement on “a 
these lines. In view of recent doubts as to the conti- ‘ 
nued American ree for this policy it was however 
impossible to tell him as about our proposed tactics | 
in the United Nations. was hot(1)- told that we had ~+ 


a © 
5 / Wt. 45504, DI69). 30m </68 maintained/...2 i 
eiiaetintaas 4 7" 
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TELEGRAM. 








Cypher 

Code -2- 

Clear 

From i— To:— 
Despatched Received 
No. of 


| SFR grosmon€ be tude the {arabs s(2j and Sew this would “be 


the best arrangement and we would not stand in the waye 
But we had always wondered whether it was wise for 
Transjordan to isolate itself too much from the other 
Arab states and we were not sure now how a(1) policy of 
negotiation would be received in Transjordan and in 
Palestine. The Trans jordan Minister was asked to call 
again tomorrow afternoon before his return to rise 


Be Subject to any views you may be able to let us have 
by 15.00 hours G.M.T. November 18th it is proposed to 
te11Ci) him that while we cannot make any more definite 
comment at present, we believe that there might be 
advantage in waiting a little(1) to see whether the 
position of the Arabs is strengthened at all as a result 
of United Nations Assembly or Security oer a action 
in the next few days. Meanwhile there would no harm 
and(1) possible advantage in his trying to discover 
from the Jews what they have in mind but without 
committing himself in any way or entering into negotia- 
tions. He should represent himself as(1) empowered only 
to transmit any message from the Jews to King Abdullah © 
and not to speak on his(1) behalf. 


V 
(HIM/HA).  ~ 


We. 45504. Di89l. 30m 5/48. 


(W/T) 


(ASK/HLM/HA ). 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 7To:— s.0F Ss F.0. LONDON. 


epee 
seers 






Despatched 18/11/48 (10.05) Received 16/11/48 (09-48) 


of 18th November, 1948. 





MOST IMMEDI4TER, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.89 of 18th Nove 


Repeated for information to UKDEL UNGA Paris No. 40 
Cairo Noe aie 
TOP SECRET, B.M.E.O. Noe 26 
PALESTINE. oD 


-. 
Your telegram Noel1071 (of 17th November, 1918). 


1. You will now have seen by my telegram No.892 (of 17th 
November, 1948) that the Prime Minister of Transjordan 
considers that the talks with Jewish representatives in 
Paris had gone too far and that he had asked King 
Abdullah to recall his personal emissary. 


The King was also upset by the defiant speech said 
to have been made by SHERTOCK before the Political 
Committee of United Nations. 


2. While the present tendency here is to back pedal I am 
sure that the King who is a great believer in reinsurance 
will maintain contact with the Jews either against the 
wish of the Prime Minister or without his knowledge. I 
also feel certain that the Transjordan Minister's visit 

to you has been made on the King's instructions and not on 
those of the Prime Minister. 

3e In these circumstances the reply which you propose 

to give to the Transjordan Minister on the subject of 
waiting a few days to see what happens in United Nations 
seems very appropriate. I submit, however, that in view 
of the Prime Minister's attitude it might be best not to 
encourage further talks with the Jews at present. 


F.0. please pass Most Immediate to UKDEL UNGA Paris 
as my telegram Noe40. wa" 


cuciedsoaanananknanenenises = 
W30057. D1350, 55M. (sorts), 10/45. c co 


(w/t) FILE NO,S/101L/48. 


TELEGRAM. tt 
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Cypher AX ale 
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Geer 
From — H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To — Ss. OF Ss. F, oO. LONDON, 


Despatched 19/11/48 (12040) Received 19/11/48 (12.20) 


of 19th November, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe896 of 19th Nove 
Repeated for information to 





UKDEL UNGA Paris Noe 41 
Baghdad Noe183 
Beirut Noe219 
Cairo Nos 275 
Damascus Noel62 
B.M.E.O. Noe 267 
UKDEL New York Noe 50 SAVING 
Jeddah Noel26 SAVING 
Jerusalem Noe 71 SAVING 
TOP SECRET. 
S 


PALESTINE. ers! a 
Your telegram to Cairo No.1890 (of 18th Novel8)e 


1e The Syrian detachment of the rescue party has been 

cancelled when it became known that it was to consist of 
infantry armed with rifles only and likely therefore to 

be more of a liability than an assete 


The Egyptians asked for an officer of the Arab 
Legion to be sent to Faluja with explosives to destroy 
the material which they proposed to abandon there, He 
is there nowWe 


2. If the reports that the Jewish authorities have 
agreed to impliment the Security Council's resolution 
are true the necessity for this operation may well 
have disappeared. 


I would/see2 


W30057. DI360. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 


at= 





I would remark however in connection with paragraph 
lk of your message that while the Transjordan Government 
had no intention of participating in the operation it 
would not have been possible for them to have prevented 
it being launched by other Arab Armiese Any attempt 
on their part to do so would have feiled and merely 
increased the general unpopularity and distrust with 
which they are regarded by the Arab worlds 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris as 
my telegram Nos41 and Saving to UKDEL New York as my 
telegram No.50 respectively. 


(ASK/JFS/HA ). 


W30057. DI350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


(W/T) 


% 


es SS ow we nee 


FILE NO.8/10W/48. 7 
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From i— S.OF S. F,O. LONDON. To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 








paaeenat 19/11/48 (11.00) Received 19/12/48 (11.00) 
1076 of 18th November, 1948. 








to Amman telegram No.l1076 of November 18th. 
Sirexied for information to Cairo B.M.E.O. and Saving 
to UKDEL UNGA Paris. « o 
Your telegram Nos894. 
Trans jordan Minister was informed on November 18th 
that H.M.G. had now re-affirmed in the United Nations 
Political Committee their support for the BERNADOTTE plan 
and were about to circulate a resolution designed to give 
effect to it. They had thus made it publicly clear that 
they were pursuing the same line as hitherto and stood 
by their support for the Bernadotte proposalse It was 
suggested to the Transjordan Minister that in these 
circumstances there would bhtadvantage(1) in his waiting 
a little to see what the results of our initiative in the 
United Nations might be. Further negotiation by him 
with the Jews at this stage might only cause confusion and 
misunderstanding. 


26 The Transjordan Minister said he was delighted to 


hear that we were still supporting the Bernadotte plan 
and would put off his journey to Paris. 


~- 


(JPS/HLM/EA). 
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From :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S,OF S. F.0O. LONDON. 


Despatched 22/11/48 (10.00) Received 22/11/48 (09645) 


of 20nd November, 1948~ 





TOP SECRET. 

Following for Burrows from Kirkbride. 

The Prime Minister of Transjordan requested me to 
enquire from you on his behalf regarding the following 
two points, 

(a) Was there any truth in the report that the Mufti 
had approached His Majesty's Government and 
offered us defence facilities in Palestine. 

(b) Did His Majesty's Government attach importance 
to the whole of the NEGEB being annexed to 
Trans jordan or would a division with Egypt be 


agreeable to U6be 


Copy to:— S/581/l1. 


(ASK/HLM/HA). 


W30057. DI350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S$,0F S. F.O. LONDON. 


Received 22/11/48 (0945) 






Despatched 22/11/48 (10.05) 
22nd November, 1948 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.901 of 22nd Nove 
Repeated for information to 


UKDEL UNGA Paris No. 42 
Baghded Noe185 
BM.E. oO. NOs 269 
TOP SECRET. Pes 
a 
PALESTINE. (, if 


ae 
B.M.E.O. telegram to you Noe467 (of 18/11/48). 


Beither King Abdullah or the Regent exercise any 
effective control over the Iraqi forces in Transjordan 
and any arrangements for joint use of facilities at 
Mafraq with Iragi Air Force should be made in Baghdad. 


It would in any case seem odd here to invite King 
Abdullah to act as a mediator between ourselves and the 
Iraqise 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris as 
my telegram No.42. 


(ASK/JFS/HA ). 


W30057. Dis60, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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From :— H.eMeMinister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF S. ¥F.0O. LONDON. 









Despatched 22/11/48 (11.15) Received 22/11/48 (10640) 
of 22nd November, 1918. 


Addressed to Foreign Office ‘telegram Nos902 of 22nd Nove 
Repeated for information to 


UKDEL UNGA Paris Nos 43 
Washington Noel25 
Baghdad Noe 186 
Beirut Noe 221 
Cairo Noe 278 
Damascus Noe163 
B.M.E. Oo. Nos 271 
UKDEL New York Noe 51 SAVING 
Jeddah Noel27 SAVING 
Jerusalem Noe 72 SAVING 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


PALESTINE SITUATION. 


le The situation of the Egyptian force at Faluja is 
less critical following the arrival of supplies of food 
and ammunition by a convoy of camels run through by 
night from Gaza by local beduine The demolition of 
equipment has been postponed but the Arab Legion 
demolition officer will remain there for the time being. 





The scheme to send a relieving force of Iraqis 
seems to have been abandoned altogethers 


+G/ 
2. <A meeting of Arab Legion and-Haganah commanders at 
Jerusalem is timed to take place in the next day or so 
(see my telegram No.884) (of 13th November, 19:8). In 
the meanwhile following a few days almost complete quiet 
after the exchange of telegrams with Paris there has 
been a certain recrudescence of shooting in Jerusalem. 


Last night/. <2 


W30057. D1I360, 55M. (:} sorts). 10/45. 


TELEGRAM. 


-2=— 





Last night the causeway between Mount Zion and the 
MONTEFIORE quarter in Jerusalem was demolished by the 
JeWSe This last move is puzzling unless it means that 
the Jews have abandoned the idea of carrying the ola 
City by assault. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams NosSe43 and 125 and Saving to 
UKDEL New York as my telegram Nos51 respectivelys 


(ASK/HLM/HA ). 


W30057, D350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S,OF 8S. 


Despatched 23/11/48 (21.30) 





UKDEL UNGA Paris 
Washington 
Baghdad 

Beirut 

Cairo 


BeM.E.O. 

UKDEL New York 
Jeddah 
Jerusalem 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


1s 


Jerusalem, the Arab Legion would not attacks 


the Arab Legion would not take the initiative of breaking 


PALESTINE SITUATION REPORT. 


Received 23/11/48 (16.30) 
905 of 23rd November, 1948. 


Nos 

NOs ae 
NOs 187 
Noe 22h 
NOs 279 
Now 164 
Nos 272 


Fx 


FeO. LONDON, 






Addressed to Foreign Office telsgram No.905 of 23rd Nove 
Repeated for information to 


Noe 52 SAVING 
No.128 SAVING 
Nos 73 SAVENG 


The Prime Minister of Transjordan has received a 
telegram from SASSOON in Paris referring to rumours of a 
general offensive by the Arab Legion in the Jerusalem 
area and expressing the hope that, in view of the forth- 
coming response of the Jewish authorities to the earlier 
Transjordan request that hostilities should cease in 


The Prime Minister has replied that unless attacked 


the trucés 


2. 


W30057. 


This message doubtless explains the reason for the 
demolition which was reported in my telegram No.902 (of 
22nd November, 1948) and for the recent recrudescence of 
firing from the Jewish lines in Jerusalem, 
command no doubt also believe their own reports that the 
Arab Legion has received fresh supplies of ammunition, 


D360, 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 


B/eee2 


The Jewish 


TELEGRAM. 





3e There is a scheme to hold another Palestinian 
congress in about a weeks time in Jericho. The idea 
of the promoters seem to be to secure a resolution 
thanking United Nations and the Arab League for their 
past efforts on behalf of Palestine and asking that in 
view of their failure to secure a settlement the matter 
should now be left in the hands of the Arabs of Palestine 
who will themselves come to terms with the Jewse 


King Abdulish and the Prime Minister are both 
encouraging this new linse 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nosel; and 126 and Saving to 
UKDEL New York as my telegram No.52 respectively. 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057. D1360. 55M. (:3 sorta). 10/45. 
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From:—S.OF S. 3.0. LONDON, To:— HM Mintetdsh AMMAN, 
(% 
Despatched 25/11/48 (11.55) Received 25/11/48 (12.00) 
of 






No. 108 28th November, 198. 










= SECRET. 
ressed to Amnan telegram No.1089 of 25rd November. 
Repeated for information to Cairo end B.M.2L.0. 

fe. } 


Your telegram Noe900. ———** 


Thers is no truth in A). ie have had no dealings 
whatever with the MUPII on any subject. 


2. As regards B) for your own information it would be 
trotesically (located - Sic) for us if Transjordan could 
get the whole of the eae? ee colonize the part of it 

as mang may finally be alldféd to the Arabs) but we wish 
to be careful not to antagonise Egypt and we should not 
wish to be held responsible for any arrangement which 

ran too far to counter the legitimate Egyptian aspirations. 
Moreover if Transjordan obtained possession of the GAZA 
areca this area would be largely dependent on comnunications 
with Egypt(1) so that it would be essential for settlement 
to be reachéd in agreement between Egypt and Trans jordan. 


5e We suggest that you should reply to the Transjordan 
Prime Minister on this point that His Majesty's Government _ 
feels that it would be fair and desirable for Transjordan j, 
to get 1 or a large part of the areas of Palestine to 

be all dad to the Arabs and to have an ontlet to the Be 
Mediterranean but that they naturally wish also to take 
account of Egyptian interests and would uot wish to be a 
involved in any dispute between Egypt and Transjordan with 
regard to the allocation of the arsas in which Egypt has ul 
an interest. The best thing would be if Egypt and Trans- 
jordan could reach agreement(1) on(1) the aliocation of 
territory(1) in(1) such a way that each party felt that 
its vital Tnt-rcsts were properly safeguarded. We do 

not want to get into the position(1) of mediating between 


Egypt/ees2 


We. 45504. Di89!. 30m S/43. - 


PF tS oS Ss 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 

Code eae 
Clear 

From i— To:— 
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Egypt and Transjordan but if there is anything we can 
do in & general way to promote agreement we should be 
very pleased to consider ite 


he You might suggest if you think it desirable that 
there may be some advantage to Transjordan in Egypt 
also becoming a BENEFICIARY in the division of the Arab 


areas as this would strengthen Transjordan's position 
in face of possible criticism from the other Arab States. 


4. Copy to:- S/581/41, 
?S/DW/HA). 


We. 45504. Di89i. 30m s/4g. 
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From :—H.M.Minister, AMmiaN, To:—3.0F S. F.0. LONDON. 






Despatched 26/11/48 (16425) Received 26/11/48 (11.15) 
of 26th llovember, 191.8. 
Addressed to FPorcign Office telegram No.91l1 of 26th Not. 
Repeated for information to Baghdad No.188 


B.N.E.O. Noe274 
TOP SECRET. ar 


4, 
FACILITIES AT MAFRAQ. A 
Baghdad's telegram to you Noell30 (of 2th Nove¥8). 
1. It ssems from this correspondence that the point at 
issue has been misunderstood. The position at Mafraq 
is that the Iraqi Air Force is in occupation of the 
airfield leased by the Royal Air Force. If the Royal 
Air Force desire to have the Iraqis evicted or to arrange 
for the common use of the airfield it would appear to be a 
matter for discussion between the Iraq Govermaent and 
His Majesty's Government and not for intervention by the 


Trans jordan Goveinnente 


eee ee 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057, D1is50. 55M. (%sorts), 10/45, 
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From :— H.M,Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF 8S. ¥,0. LONDON. 





Despatched 26/11/48 (18.55) Received 26/11/48 (12.10) 


26th November, 19:8. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.912 of 26th Nov. 


Repeated for information to Baghdad No.189 


B.M.E.0. No.275. z 
TOP SECRET. (/ of 
FACILITIES AT MAFRAQ. Set ae 


Your telegram to B.M.E.O. Noe1hl3 (of 23/11/48). 

I consider it likely that a visit by the Group 
Captain to the Iragi commander such as you suggest would 
produce a working arrangement for the joint use of the 
landing ground. 

The point I have been anxious to make is that the 
matter is not the direct concern of the Transjordan 


Government. 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057. 11350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


